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The Gommencement for ZJUI Class of 2026

Date: June 1, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi, Yu Mengyue, Jin Xiufang

On the morning of May 31, the University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) Commencement for
the Class of 2026 undergraduates of the Zhejiang
University-University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign
Institute (ZJUI) was held at the Academic Auditorium of
International Campus, Zhejiang University. A delegation
from UIUC joined faculty, students and their families in
celebrating this important milestone.

Keynote speeches were delivered by Professor
Wang Lizhong, Executive Vice President of Zhejiang
University, and Professor Charles L. Isbell, Jr.,
Chancellor of UIUC. Distinguished attendees included
Professor He Lianzhen, Vice Chairman of the
Development Committee, Zhejiang University, Professor
Gu Zhen, Associate Vice President of Zhejiang
University and Dean of International Campus, Zhejiang
University, Professor Li Min, Chief of International
Campus, Zhejiang University, Professor Rashid Bashir,
Dean of The Grainger College of Engineering, UIUC.

Professor Jin Jianming commenced the certificate
conferral ceremony. Professor Philippe Geubelle,
together with members of the UIUC delegation,
presented degree certificates to the graduates. The
ceremony was also attended by heads of Zhejiang
University Offices, the International Campus, and
Collaborative Colleges at Main Campus, as well as ZJUI
faculty members and parents. The event was chaired
by Professor Wu Yingcai, Executive Vice Dean of
International Campus and Dean of ZJUI.

This year’s graduating class includes the sixth cohort
of students in Mechanical Engineering and Civil
Engineering, as well as the seventh cohort in Electrical
Engineering and Computer Engineering. In addition to
receiving degree certificates from UIUC, the graduates
will also be awarded degrees from Zhejiang University.
Many will continue their studies at some of the world’s
leading universities, and carrying forward their youthful
energy to building a global community with a shared
future.

ZJUI Students Excel in the

2026 Mathematical Contest in
Modeling and Interdisciplinary
Contest in Modeling (MCM/IGM)

Date: May 27, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi

The results of the 2026 Mathematical Contest in
Modeling and Interdisciplinary Contest in Modeling,
known as MCM/ICM, were recently announced. The
competition was held from January 29 to February
2, 2026, during which participating teams completed
their modeling research and papers over four days.
This year’s competition attracted 32,213 teams and
93,977 students from 28 countries and regions.

ZJUI students delivered a strong performance,
with 40 participating teams receiving multiple
awards. According to preliminary statistics, ZJUI
students earned 108 individual honors, including 3
Outstanding Winner honors, 19 Meritorious Winner
honors, 41 Honorable Mention honors, and 45
Successful Participant honors.

Among them, Liu Yuxuan, Han Wenzhe, and Shen
Ziheng, class of 2028 in Computer Engineering of
ZJUI, were named Outstanding Winners. Competing
in Problem B, their team stood out from 5,194 teams
and became one of only six Outstanding Winner

teams in the category. They also received two
special distinctions, that is the Society for Industrial
and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) Award and the
Consortium for Mathematics and Its Applications
(COMAP) Scholarship Award.f¥

ZJUI Students Excel at the 2025 China International Gollege

Students' Innovation Gompetition

Date: March 23, 2026
Photo & Article: Wang Chuxi

Recently, the Ministry of Education of China
released the results of the 2025 China International
College Students’ Innovation Competition. The
national finals were held at Zhengzhou University
in Zhengzhou, Henan Province, from October
13 to 15, 2025. More than 20 students from
ZJUI represented multiple teams and delivered
an exceptional performance, winning two gold
medals and one silver medal in the International
Track, as well as one silver medal in the Industry
Track.These results strongly reflect the Institute’s
excellence in innovation and entrepreneurship
education, as well as its distinctive approach to
nurturing global engineers.

ZJUI Students Recognized as Winners in
UIUC Rhetoric Student Essay Contest

Date: April 30, 2026

Z2JUI Team Receives Two International Honors from the IEEE
Microwave Theory and Technology Society (IEEE MTT-S)

Date: June 12, 2026
Photo & Article: From interviewee

The research team led by Assistant Professor Ma
Hanzhi at the Zhejiang University—University of
lllinois Urbana-Champaign Institute (ZJUI) has
recently received two major honors from the /EEE
Microwave Theory and Technology Society (IEEE
MTT-S). Ma was named a 2026 IEEE MTT-S
Outstanding Young Professionals Lecturer, and
Xiang Yigin, Class of 2026 undergraduate in
Electrical Engineering of ZJUI, received an IEEE
MTT-S Undergraduate/Pre-graduate Scholarship.

Among the eight scholars selected worldwide
for the 2026 IEEE MTT-S Outstanding Young
Professionals Lecturers program, Ma was the only
scholar from the Asia-Pacific region to be selected
this year. The program identifies outstanding
young researchers in microwave theory and
technology from around the world, bringing
together emerging talents with strong academic
promise and international impact.

ZJUI Team Led by Professor Lee
Der-Horng Wins Top Awards at
the International Exhibition of
Inventions of Geneva

Date: March 27, 2026
Photo & Article: Smart Urban Future Laboratory

The 51st International Exhibition of Inventions Geneva
was held at Palexpo in Geneva, Switzerland, from March
11 to 15, 2026. Among more than a thousand entries from
around the world, the team led by Professor Lee Der-
Horng of the Smart Urban Future Laboratory at Zhejiang
University—University of lllinois Urbana Champaign Institute
(ZJUI) stood out for its sustained research and innovation
in intelligent transportation and logistics. Its Urban Public
Transport Capacity Sharing Intelligent Management
System won both a Gold Medal and the Special Prize of
the Saudi Arabia Organizing Committee, while its Large-

At the same time, IEEE MTT-S has announced
the first-round results of the /[EEE MTT-S
Undergraduate/Pre-graduate Scholarship. Under
the supervision of Assistant Professor Ma Hanzhi,
Xiang Yiqgin was selected based on his research
achievements related to a neural-network
equalizer for high-speed circuits, becoming one of
only ten awardees worldwide. G

Article: Wang Chuxi

The results of the UIUC Rhetoric Student Essay Contest were recently
announced, with Ren Xiaoyu, class of 2029 in Computer Engineering at
ZJUI, Wu Yinan and Xu Zitian, class of 2029 in Electrical Engineering
at ZJUI, and Yu Fei, class of 2029 in Mechanical Engineering at
ZJUI, recognized as winners under the guidance of UIUC Adjunct
Faculty Lecturers Ryan Flanagan and Ashley Barr. All four students
distinguished themselves through clear and rigorous argumentative
reasoning and solid English writing abilities, excelling in competition
with native English speakers.[#

ZJUI Faculty and Students Publish
Papers at the ICLR Conference

Photo: Wang Chuxi
Article: Wang Chuxi
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Faculty and students from ZJUI made an impressive showing, with a
total of six papers accepted by the conference.

Students Supervised by ZJUI Faculty Receive Zhejiang University
2025 Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Awards

Date: May 15, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi

Recently, Zhejiang University has announced the results of its 2025 Outstanding Doctoral Dissertations
and Master's Theses Selection. Following a rigorous multi-stage review process, a total of 179 doctoral
dissertations were awarded the 2025 Zhejiang University Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation, comprising 145

Model Platform for Multimodal Logistics received a Silver
Medal. This year, the coveted Special Prize of the Saudi

Arabian Organizing Committee was awarded to just two
teams worldwide, underscoring the exceptional value of

Professor Lee’s winning projects.[¥
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Date: April 2, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi

of Merit for Sustainability.

academic doctoral dissertations and 34 professional doctoral dissertations.

Among the awardees, three dissertations supervised by faculty from the Zhejiang University-University of
lllinois Urbana-Champaign Institute (ZJUI) were selected, including Lian Yaxiao, a 2021 doctoral student
in Optical Engineering supervised by Professor Di Dawei, for the dissertation Micro- and nano-perovskite
light-emitting diodes and transistor-driven micro- and nano-perovskite light-emitting diodes and preparation
methods thereof, Luo Shiying, a 2019 doctoral student in Electrical Engineering supervised by Professor Ma
Hao, for the dissertation Research on Compensation Topology Design of Inductive Power Transfer Systems,
and Zhu Wei, a 2022 doctoral student in Civil Engineering supervised by Associate Professor Li Binbin, for
the dissertation Latent Variable Model and Its Application to Bayesian Operational Modal Analysis. &

Consecutive Annual Wins! ZJUI Team Led by Professor Xiao Yan
Earns Multiple AElI Awards from the American Society of Givil

The results of the 2026 ASCE Architectural Engineering Institute Professional Project Awards were recently
announced. The award notification was issued on January 19, 2026, and the awards were formally presented
on March 20 at the AE/ Conference 2026 awards ceremony in San Antonio, Texas, USA. The Double-Water
Low-Carbon Community Center, led by Professor Xiao Yan’s team at ZJUI, received the Special Award for Most
Innovative Project (less than $100 million), the Award of Excellence for Structural Systems Design, and the Award



ZJUl Team Led by Associate
Professor Said Mikki Publishes
Three Research Papers

Date: May 13, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi

A research team led by Associate Professor Said Mikki at
ZJUI has published three papers reporting advances in
hybrid cavity optomechanical magnonic systems, physical
information theory, and random-field-based computation.

The paper “Dynamics of Quantum Entanglement
Between Photon and Phonon Modes in Coulomb-coupled
Optomechanical Cavity Magnonic Systems” was published
in Physical Review A. ZJUI postdoctoral researcher Muhib
Ullah served as the first author, with Said Mikki as the
corresponding author.

The proposed system embeds a yttrium iron garnet (YIG)
sphere in an optomechanical cavity, enabling magnetodipole
coupling between cavity photons and magnons. Meanwhile,
cavity photons interact with a mechanical resonator through
radiation pressure, while two oppositely charged mechanical
resonators are coupled through electrostatic Coulomb
interaction. By integrating photonic, magnonic, and phononic
modes within a unified framework, the design provides a
theoretical platform for investigating correlated states across
different physical modes.

The other two studies focus on physical information
theory and stochastic field-based computing. The first
paper was published in /EEE Transactions on Antennas
and Propagation, titled “A Random Field Theory of
Electromagnetic Information,” was authored solely by
Associate Professor Said Mikki and published in Entropy.
The study develops a random field-based theoretical
perspective for understanding electromagnetic information.

The second paper, “A Random Field-Theoretic Framework
for Electromagnetic Information Computation,” was
published in /[EEE Transactions on Antennas and
Propagation. Xu Lumeng, a doctoral student in Electronic
Science and Technology who enrolled at Zhejiang University
in 2024, served as the first author, with Associate Professor
Said Mikki as the corresponding author. The paper further
extends random field theory to the computation and

processing of electromagnetic information.f¥

ZJUI Team Led by Assistant
Professor Lin Fanfan Publishes
in Nature Reviews Electrical
Engineering

Date: June 10, 2026
Photo &Article: From interviewee

Assistant Professor Lin Fanfan of ZJUI, in collaboration with
scholars from China, Australia, the United States, Spain, and
Sweden, completed the review article “Quanfum Computing
for Smart Grid.” The paper was formally published on May
21, 2026, in Volume 3, pages 406—420, of Nature Reviews
Electrical Engineering. Lin served as a co-first author and
corresponding author, with ZJUI as the sole corresponding
institution. &

a Power-electronics-dominated smart grid

ZJUl Team Led by Assistant Professor Kemal Gelebi Publishes
in Nature Communications

Date: April 28, 2026

Photo & Article: From interviewee Our strategy: UV-ozone treatment (pH=7)
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Aresearch team led by Assistant Professor Kemal oo, 5,
Celebi at ZJUI has achieved significant progress o . #2 &%
in carbon-capture membrane research. Their " 5,,:‘ .
paper, “‘Water-based UV-ozone Activation Enables 1S ol
Aggregation-free Processing of MFI Nanosheets T Opening micropore
for Membrane Fabrication,” was published on April
11, 2026, in Volume 17 of Nature Communications dC5 degradation
as Article 5057. The paper's first author is Li ( ;
Pingping, a 2022 doctoral student in Materials
Science and Engineering at Zhejiang University.
The corresponding author is Assistant Professor
Kemal Celebi at Zhejiang University. Co-authors
include Associate Professor Zhao Junjie from the
College of Chemical and Biological Engineering at
Zhejiang University, Associate Professor Donghun
Kim from Chonnam National University in Korea, and Zhejiang University students Dai Xiangcheng,
a 2024 doctoral student in Materials Science and Engineering, Muhammad Mohtashim Asif, a 2025
Master's Student in Energy and Power, Zhang Ming, a 2021 doctoral student in Chemical Engineering
and Technology, and Hu Yubin, a 2023 doctoral student in Chemical Engineering and Technology. &
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ZJUI Kicks Off "Pioneer, Leading Goose + X" Program on
Intelligent UAV Take-off and Landing Sites for Urban Logistics

Date: March 31, 2026
Photo & Article: Smart Urban Future Laboratory

a kick-off meeting for 2026 Zhejiang Province’s "Pioneer, 2026 B LR M (RIS LBEE AN E R R A R ARV AE o2
Leading Goose + X" Science and Technology Program
in the field of low-altitude economy —Key Technologies
and Equipment for Intelligent Drone Take-off and Landing
Facilities for Urban Logistics Multimodal Transport— was
held at the Smart Urban Future Laboratory of ZJUI. The
project is led by Professor Lee Der-Horng of ZJUI. The
meeting invited industry experts from China Civil Aviation
Airport Construction Engineering Co., Ltd. and China Post
UAV Co., Ltd., with more than 30 attendees including core
members of the project team present.

This project unites a cross-disciplinary academia-industry team, with core partners including the Huzhou
Institute of Zhejiang University, Hangzhou Yuanlai Technology Co., Ltd. (an affiliate of YTO Express),
and the Hangzhou International Innovation Institute of Beihang University. Leveraging complementary
strengths in fundamental research, engineering implementation, and industrial application, the team aims to
advance the development of general-purpose infrastructure for urban low-altitude logistics in complex urban
environments.

Review Meeting Held for Snow-Related Research Tasks Under
the National Key R&D Program on Three-Dimensional Remote
Sensing Mechanism Modeling and Quantitative Inversion
Technologies

Date: June 10, 2026
Article: Tan Shurun Research Group

A review meeting for the snow-related research tasks under the National Key R&D Program project
“Three-Dimensional Remote Sensing Mechanism Modeling and Quantitative Inversion Technologies
for Domestic Satellites Targeting Soil, Vegetation, and Snow/Ice” was held at International Campus,
Zhejiang University. The meeting focused on two sub-tasks: the “Wet-Snow Microwave Scattering
Model” led by ZJUI Associate Professor Tan Shurun and the “Snow Thermal-Infrared Emissivity
Model” led by Associate Professor Xiong Chuan of Southwest Jiaotong University, with discussions
and review conducted around both tasks.

The project addresses major national strategic needs related to ecological security, food security, and
water security in the context of global change. It focuses on the development of three-dimensional
radiative-scattering mechanism models for new satellite payloads and high-precision collaborative
inversion technologies, aiming to strengthen China’s quantitative three-dimensional remote sensing
observation capabilities for key environmental variables such as soil, vegetation, snow, and ice.
Tan Shurun’s group undertakes core microwave radiation-scattering mechanism modeling tasks for
representative natural land-surface scenarios, providing strong theoretical support for breakthroughs
in key models and quantitative inversion technologies.

Experts and project team members from Zhejiang University, the National Space Science Center
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Zhejiang Guoyao Remote Sensing Technology Research
Center, Fudan University, and Southwest Jiaotong University attended the meeting. Professor Li
Erping, Foreign Member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, Qiushi Chair Professor of Zhejiang
University and founding dean of ZJUI, and Wee-Liat Ong, Vice Dean of ZJUI, attended and delivered
remarks.f¥

ZJUl Team Led by Assistant
Professor Zhang Qiang

Publishes in Nature
Biotechnology

Date: April 15, 2026
Article: Wang Chuxi

A team led by Assistant Professor Zhang Qiang
at ZJUI has reported a major advance in frontier

Making Lab Data Traceable: A Six-Year Journey Toward Reproducible

Research

Date: June 15, 2026
Photo & Article: From interviewee

A research team led by Associate

Professor Oleksiy Penkov at the
Zhejiang University-University of
lllinois Urbana-Champaign Institute
(ZJUI) has spent the past six years
tackling common but often overlooked
challenges in advanced materials
laboratories, which are fragmented
data, poorly traceable processes, and

revisit or reproduce.

scientific research empowered by large language

models. The paper, “Scalable Homology Detection
with ERAST,” was published online in Nature
Biotechnology on April 1, 2026. The study was jointly
completed by the College of Computer Science
and Technology at Zhejiang University, ZJUI, and
Tencent’s Life Sciences Laboratory, with Zhang
Qiang, Chen Huajun, and Yao Jianhua serving as

co-corresponding authors.[§

experimental results that are difficult to

The work highlights a key lesson
for digital research. Intelligent tools
are only as effective as the data
infrastructure behind them. Through
six years of sustained effort, their
experience not only greatly improves
research efficiency, but also offers

a practical reference for other
laboratories pursuing digital transformation.

ZJUI Alumni Spotlight

Zheng Han is a graduate of the class of
2021 in Mechanical Engineering at Zhejiang
University—University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign Institute (ZJUl), and currently
a doctoral candidate at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). His academic
journey from ZJUI to MIT has been forged
through rigorous research training, vibrant
intellectual exchange, and unwavering
curiosity. Today, he continues to break new
ground at the intersection of large language
models and intelligent systems decision-

making, driven by a core mission to translate lab-based research into real-world

impact. @

Outstanding Graduates Highlights

Wang Shurong, class of 2026 in Computer
Engineering at ZJUIl. Over the past four
years, he has published a total of 6 academic
papers, including 3 first-author papers at
top-tier international conferences such as
ICLR 2025 and ICLR 2026. He has secured
RMB 160,000 in research funding, including
the National Natural Science Foundation of
China (NSFC) Undergraduate Project and
the Zhejiang University Natural Science
Cultivation Project. Additionally, he has been
invited to serve as a reviewer for leading

conferences including /ICML 2026 and NeurlPS 2026, as well as the |IEEE
Transactions on Network Science and Engineering (TNSE) journal. A recipient of
numerous scholarships and awards, he has been admitted to the University of
Chinese Academy of Sciences for a direct-entry PhD program in brain-inspired

intelligence. U

Chen Haowen, class of 2026 in Mechanical
Engineering of ZJUI, underwent a remarkable
four-year transformation from a textbook-
focused problem-solver into an inquisitive,
analytical explorer. Having secured coveted
offers from both Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT)’'s Master of Engineering
in Manufacturing and Stanford University’s
Master of Science in Civil and Environmental
Engineering, he ultimately chose Stanford to
pursue advanced research at the intersection
of fluid transport, thermal management,

and water-energy systems. Nurtured by ZJUI's globally focused academic
ecosystem, he built a rock-solid engineering foundation, tackled challenges with
systematic thinking, and developed a truly global perspective, carving out his

own unique path. @

Chai Wenhao is a graduate of the Class
of 2023 in Civil Engineering at the Zhejiang
University—University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign Institute (ZJUI). From his early
undergraduate work in pedestrian pose
estimation and computer vision, through
firsthand exposure to cutting-edge industrial
research at Microsoft Research Asia, to
advanced studies in multimodal learning
and video understanding in Seattle, he has
continuously expanded the boundaries of his
research. Driven by a mission to translate

advanced technology into real-world impact, he now pursues his PhD at

Princeton University. [

Niu Ziru, class of 2026 in Electrical
Engineering at ZJUI, has actively contributed
to volunteer service, student affairs, and
academic competitions. Over four years, he
completed more than 1,200 volunteer hours.
He founded the Changqing District Red Cross
Yingzhu Volunteer Service Team in Jinan,
leading nearly 30 members in community
service, and was twice named an Outstanding
Red Cross Volunteer of Jinan. On campus, he
served as president of WindZone Arts Club
and organized the fifth Lawn Music Festival.

He also won First Prize in a provincial innovation competition and led teams to
first and second prizes in Zhejiang University’s Concrete Dragon Boat Race.
He will join the 28th ZJU Graduate Volunteer Teaching Corps in Ordos before
returning for a master’s degree in Electrical Engineering. &

Deng Ruxi, class of 2026 in Computer
Engineering of ZJUI, has received the
National Scholarship, the Zhejiang Provincial
Government Scholarship, and Zhejiang
University’s First-Class Scholarship. He has
also been recognized as an Outstanding
Student of Zhejiang University and a Model
Student for Academic Excellence and Arts
& Sports. In research, he received the
prestigious NeurlPS 2025 Scholar Award.
His work has been presented at leading
Al conferences, including AAAI, NeurlPS,

and /CCV. He will pursue graduate studies in Computational Science and
Engineering at Harvard University. &
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