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Abstract: 
 
I will discuss my experience of coaching students for the Putnam competition at the University of Pittsburgh and Texas Tech University over the 
past 7 years, how I interacted with extremely bright students, and how it led to creating a “Putnam culture” at both universities. I will then share 
my experience how the most outstanding 27 students from the Qiuzhen College competed in the shadow Putnam Competition held last 
December at Tsinghua University. Finally, I will outline general strategies how to develop key skills for attacking challenging problems that often 
appear on the Putnam exams. These skills are also very useful in solving many other mathematically defined research problems. 
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